
 

 

LAHP AHRC Collaborative PhD Studentship  
 

Meat, masculinity and the marketplace: Smithfield in the late 20th century 

Partner: Museum of London 
Academic lead: Regan Koch, Queen Mary University London 
Email: r.koch@qmul.ac.uk  

 
Applications are invited for a LAHP/AHRC-funded Collaborative Doctoral Award at Queen Mary University 
London in collaboration with the Museum of London. This fully-funded studentship will commence in 
October 2020.  
 
The end of meat is coming, so say various Extinction Rebellion posters around London. In Smithfield, at the 
heart of The City, this is undeniably the case as the UK’s largest and longest-running wholesale market edges 
towards permanent closure. The western end of the so-called ‘Cathedral of Meat’ is being transformed to 
make space for a new Museum of London while market traders face relocation to the urban fringe. Time is 
running out and there is a vital history to be written. Smithfield Market is a unique and legendary place: a 
throwback to a disappearing London. It is a male dominated workplace where jobs still pass from father to 
son, and women are marginalised by a meaty masculine culture. And yet, the market endured in the post-
war era by evolving with the city. It weathered the decline of high street butchers and the rise of 
supermarkets by supplying large numbers of kebab and chicken shops, accommodating religious preferences 
around meat, catering to changing demographics and cultural tastes, and upgrading in the 1990s to comply 
with EU standards.  

This collaborative project involves a 
partnership between the School of 
Geography at Queen Mary University 
and the Museum of London. The 
successful applicant will work between 
the two partners conducting research 
that will capture the recent history of 
Smithfield Market before it literally 
becomes a museum. Using archival 
material and oral history, it will 
document the livelihoods and culinary 
cultures it supported, using the site to 
understand wider transformations in 
London’s past and future. The student 
will be based at QMUL in the School of 
Geography, but will also benefit from 
the training opportunities, research and 
curatorial expertise of the Museum. Anticipated outcomes from the project include not only the PhD thesis, 
but contributions to the teaching, research and display activities of the new Museum of London. 

Studentship details: 
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The AHRC-funded London Arts and Humanities Partnership (LAHP) brings together eight leading British 
research universities: King’s College London, London School of Economics and Political Science, Queen Mary 
University London, Royal Central School of Speech and Drama, Royal College of Art, Royal College of Music, 
School of Advanced Study and University College London. 

The studentship includes a stipend at the Research Council UK Home/ EU rate (£17,009 per annum 2019/20 
rates) plus tuition fees for three and half years. The awarded candidate will also be entitled to a £550 per 
annum stipend top-up.  As a LAHP student, the successful candidate will have full access to the LAHP 
Doctoral Training Partnership development activities and networking opportunities, joining a cohort of about 
90 students per year. Studentships can be either full or part-time. 

Applicants should have a good undergraduate degree in a relevant discipline, and a Masters-level 
qualification or equivalent which meets AHRC requirements for research training. Applicants with relevant 
work/professional experience who are considering doing a PhD are also encouraged to apply. 

Closing Date: 1st March 2020 

For more information and to apply for the studentship, please see the LAHP website. 
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