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Call for Submissions

Throughout history and particularly in recent times, political,
bellicous and genocidal endeavours have striated bodies of water.
In the initial stages of drafting this abstract, the Global Sumud
Flotilla set sail toward Gaza. By ‘crafting water-based actions of
solidarity’, it urged people around the globe to create meaningful
‘spaces of appearance’ (see Arendt, 1990) in the vicinity and with
the aid of bodies of water (Global Sumud Flotilla via Instagram,
2025). Water is not only a space to be freed but also an essential
actor taking part in its own liberation. This conference has been
conceived to align with this watery political consciousness, action
and solidarity. Through this lens, it will interrogate the dynamics
of memory unfolding within water and at the junctures between

its different physical states.

In response to the recent emergence of the Hydrohumanities (De
Wolff et al., 2021) and Blue Humanities fields (Mentz, 2023), as
well as to the growing interest in the relationship between wa-
ter and mnemonic processes, this conference welcomes proposals
investigating the implications of remembering with and through
water in its liquid, solid and gaseous states. While liquid bodies of
water—i.e rivers, seas and oceans—have been widely explored in
connection with local and transnational heritage, memory-mak-
ing practices and memories of colonialism, the transitions be-
tween the different physical states of water remain somewhat
neglected in Memory Studies. Taking inspiration from the water
cycle’s production of a ‘nuanced watery memoryscape” (Duncan,
2025, p. 414), candidates are invited to present submissions that
approach artificial or natural water sources in their different
physical states and degrees of salinity and/or contamination. This
hybrid conference aims to identify forms of productive mnemonic
and semantic exchange with bodies of water in their moments of
transition. Moreover, submissions are encouraged to explore the
wide range of water’s cultural and mnemonic potential, including
but not limited to its material, methodological, metaphorical and

archival manifestations.



Particularly in light of the climate emergency, water is rapidly
transitioning between states: icebergs are melting at an accelerat-
ed rate and landlocked bodies of water are gradually evaporating
(see, for example, the Mediterranean Sea, the Aral Sea, the Caspi-
an Sea, and the Dead Sea). However, bodies of water have not only
shifted from one state to another; they have also been contaminat-
ed and modified. To name a few, diversion dams have altered the
course and temperature of rivers; rising sea levels have prompted
the forced relocation of communities in the Pacific Islands; oil
spills, ocean warming and acidification have provoked coral reef
degradation; the Great Pacific Garbage Patch has formed a pile of

plastics floating in the Pacific Ocean.

Considering the above, how do changes in the physical structure of
water affect our processes of remembering? If we consider bodies
of water as archives, what do the mutability and constant changes
of water states imply? What will this mean for frameworks that
encourage dialogue with water in its liquid form, such as hydro-
poiesis (Ryan, 2022)? Furthermore, what reverberations will this
have on hydrocentricism and the perceived binary between land
and water? Finally, what is the language of water? How can it be
represented? If a body of water remembers, what does it remem-
ber? How can water and its different states be translated into oth-

er materials—into textiles, into audiovisuals?



Submissions

Key Themes for Consideration

The conference particularly welcomes contributions that engage
with water as both medium and message of memory, drawing on
diverse epistemological traditions. As Edouard Glissant reminds
us, the sea is history—a repository of stories and transformations
that continue to shape contemporary identities and imaginar-
ies. How do we read these waterscapes, and what methodologies
might allow us to engage with water’s mnemonic capacities across
its various states?
This call for papers welcomes submissions relevant to, but not
limited to:

o Remembering with and through water

o Hydrocentric imagination (Miller, 2018)

o How mnemonic processes are impacted by the different

physical states of water and/or by salinity levels

o How mnemonic processes are impacted by artificial com-

pared to natural water sources

o How can we “read” water or translate/represent water into

other mediums?

o What memories can we access through water?

o Water as witness and/or archive

o Aquatic temporalities and memory

o Indigenous water knowledges and remembrance

o Waterscapes of displacement and migration

We welcome proposals in a wide range of formats, including tra-
ditional academic papers and practice-based formats such as vid-
eo essays, films and textiles, among others. Proposals may be sub-
mitted as 15-minute paper presentations or as creative works with
an additional 10-minute presentation. For practice-based works
in video, performance or sound format, the work itself should not

exceed five minutes to allow sufficient time for discussion.

Requirements: Please submit a 300-word abstract along with a

brief biographical note (100 words) and indicate if you would like
to present online or in person to:
liquidsolidandgaseous@gmail.com by 15 April 2026.
Notification of acceptance: 22 April 2026.



References

Bissell, L., 2020. Tidal Spaces: Choreographies of Remembrance and Forgetting. Cultural Geographies 28(1),
pp. 177-84.

Blum, H., 2010. The Prospect of Oceanic Studies. PMLA/Publications of the Modern Language Association of
America 125(3), pp. 670-77. https://doi.org/10.1632/pmla.2010.125.3.670.

Chen, C., MacLeod, J., & Neimanis, A., 2013. Thinking with water. McGill-Queen’s University Press.

Cory, J., 2024. Water as Memory, Water as Kin: A Hydrological Analysis of Hogan’s Solar Storms and Trethew-
ey’s Beyond Katrina. ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment, pp. 1-22. https://doi.
org/10.1093/isle/isae031.

De Wolff, K., Faletti, R. and Lépez-Calvo, 1., 2021. Eds. Hydrohumanities: Water Discourse and Environmental
Futures. California: University of California Press.

Dot, A. (in collaboration with Pol Aregall), 2023. We will ask you, as if you could answer. Video, tin pieces and
performance, 16'09”.

Duncan, I., 2025. Remembering Rain: Pluvial Poesis and Marronage in Dionne Brand’s At the Full and Change
of the Moon. In. L. Bond, J. Rapson and S. Radstone, eds. 2025. The Palgrave Handbook of Literary Memory
Studies. London: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 411-430.

Glissant, E., 1997. Poetics of Relation. Translated by Betsy Wing. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.
Haraway, D., 2016. Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the Chtuhulucene. Durham: Duke University Press.
Jones, O. and Green. H., 2022. Rivers—Mouths—Tides—Memories: A Creative, Inter-Deep-Mapping of Two
River/Tidal Places. Love of Place, Memory and Affect; Movements, Patterns, Marks, and Practices of Care. Riv-
er Research and Applications 38(3), pp. 453-69. https://doi.org/10.1002/rra.3887.

Karugia, J. N., 2018. Connective Afrasian Sea Memories: Transregional Imaginaries, Memory Politics, and Com-
plexities of National “Belonging”. Memory Studies 11(3), pp. 328-41. https://doi.org/10.1177/1750698018771864.
Linton, J., 2010. What Is Water?: The History of a Modern Abstraction. University of British Columbia Press.
Mentz, S., 2023. An Introduction to the Blue Humanities. New York: Routledge.

Miller, M. D., 2018. An Epic’s Hydropoetics: On the Waters of Uwe Johnson’s Jahrestage. The Germanic Review:
Literature, Culture, Theory 93(2), pp. 109-29. https://doi.org/10.1080/00168890.2018.1441116.

Neimanis, A., 2017. Bodies of Water: Posthuman Feminist Phenomenology. London: Bloomsbury.

Ryan, J. C., 2022. Hydropoetics: The Rewor(l)Ding of Rivers. River Research and Applications 38(3) (2022), pp.
486-93. https://doi.org/10.1002/rra.3844.

Scerbo, R., 2025. Water, Memory, and Diasporic Identities: The Subversion of Western Histories in Maria Mag-
dalena Campos-Pons” Dreaming of an Island. The Black Scholar 55(2), pp. 34-47. https://doi.org/10.1080/000642
46.2025.2466394.

Steinberg, P. E., 2013. Of Other Seas: Metaphors and Materialities in Maritime Regions. Atlantic Studies 10(2),
pp. 156-69. https://doi.org/10.1080/14788810.2013.785192.

Strang, V., 2004. The Meaning of Water. London: Routledge.

Teichler, H., 2024. Transoceanic Memory (Studies): Oceans as Mode, Method and Material. Memory Studies
Review 1(1), pp. 76-92. https://doi.org/10.1163/29498902-20240006.

Verdin, M., 2025. ‘Marooned Between Land and Water: Land Memory & Seed Exchange’. Journal of Architec-
tural Education 79, no. 1, pp. 51-56.

Whyte, K., 2017. Indigenous Climate Change Studies: Indigenizing Futures, Decolonizing the Anthropocene.
English Language Notes 55(1-2), pp. 153-62. https://doi.org/10.1215/00138282-55.1-2.153..



